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the one by The Economic Policy Institute re-
port that at least 6 million will lose their over-
time rights under this rule. Also, this analysis 
projects that only 400,000 low-income workers 
will now qualify for overtime pay. Not the 1.3 
million claimed by the Administration. 

Yesterday, leadership refused to debate this 
amendment because several of their col-
leagues would have voted for this amendment. 
This only indicates that both Republicans and 
Democrats know that passing this amendment 
is the right thing to do. 

My home state of Texas has an unemploy-
ment rate higher than the national average 
and that’s true for the City of Houston as well. 
Many of my constituents rely on what they 
make in overtime pay to keep the lights on in 
their homes. I think it’s time we start thinking 
about our most important resource in this 
country: the American Worker, and vote ‘‘yes’’ 
to this amendment. 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong 
support of this amendment to restore overtime 
pay to millions of hard-working Americans, as 
proposed by my distinguished colleague from 
Wisconsin. I ask that my entire statement be 
printed in the RECORD and request permission 
to revise and extend my remarks. 

Just 3 days ago this Nation celebrated 
Labor Day, honoring the millions of hard-work-
ing Americans we all depend upon to build 
and repair our homes, fix our cars, install 
neighborhood street lights, stock supermarket 
shelves, teach our preschoolers, care for el-
derly relatives, provide nursing care when we 
need it, prepare restaurant meals, report the 
local news, and patrol the streets to keep 
communities safe. By taking on such jobs, 
these workers keep America running. Yet 
these are they very same workers that the 
Bush Administration has now stripped of any 
right to overtime pay. 

When the Department of Labor’s final rule 
on overtime went into effect on August 23rd, 
some 6,000,000 American workers lost a right 
that had been guaranteed for more than 65 
years under the Fair Labor Standards Act. 
That right is simple and straightforward. It 
guarantees that workers required to work 
overtime will get paid for those extra hours of 
work. 

This simple right used to ensure that police-
men and women, registered nurses, chefs, 
team leaders on construction sites, assistant 
managers in fast food restaurants, nursery 
school teachers, grocery clerks, car mechan-
ics at the local dealership, and countless oth-
ers were treated fairly. When their employers 
required them to work overtime, they were 
paid for that work. That is only fair and fair-
ness used to be the American way. 

But the Bush Administration and the Repub-
lican leadership in Congress have decided 
that fairness doesn’t apply any more to these 
American workers. They have come up with a 
new scheme, which meets Webster’s Dic-
tionary definition of servitude. Under Repub-
lican management, employers can require 
these same employees to work as many hours 
over a standard 40 hour work week as they 
say, without paying the workers an extra dime. 

What makes this Bush and Republican- 
backed scheme even worse is that it has no 
expiration date. Under seventeenth and eight-
eenth century indentured servitude, there was 
an end in sight. Once you paid off your inden-
tureship, you were free and clear. Under the 
Bush Administration’s final overtime regula-

tions, if you fit the category your employer can 
continue to require you to work overtime with-
out pay for as far into the future as anyone 
can see. This kind of exploitation is blatantly 
un-American. 

The amendment of my colleague from Wis-
consin would overturn this un-American ser-
vitude scheme by rescinding the Bush Admin-
istration’s harmful changes in overtime eligi-
bility. At the same time, this amendment would 
require enforcement of the one noncontrover-
sial provision in the final rule. This minor sal-
ary adjustment would ensure immediate ex-
pansion of overtime coverage. 

Again, I strongly support this amendment to 
restore workers’ overtime rights and return us 
to the 21st century norms of American fair-
ness. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The 
question is on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
OBEY). 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 6 of rule XVIII, further 
proceedings on the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
OBEY) will be postponed. 

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the Committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
MCKEON) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. THORNBERRY, Chairman pro tem-
pore of the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having 
had under consideration the bill (H.R. 
5006) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human 
Services, and Education, and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2005, and for other purposes, 
had come to no resolution thereon. 

f 

LIMITATION ON AMENDMENTS 
DURING FURTHER CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 5006, DEPART-
MENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, AND EDU-
CATION, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2005 
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, in the in-

terests of expediting the rest of the 
afternoon and getting people out at a 
reasonable time, I ask unanimous con-
sent that during further consideration 
of H.R. 5006 in the Committee of the 
Whole, pursuant to House Resolution 
754, no further amendment to the bill 
may be offered except: 

Pro forma amendments offered at 
any point by the chairman or ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations or their designees for 
the purpose of debate; 

Amendments 1 and 2; 
Amendment 6, which shall be debat-

able for 30 minutes; 
An amendment by Mr. STARK regard-

ing Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, which shall be debatable for 
20 minutes; 

An amendment by Mr. NEUGEBAUER 
regarding NIMH gants; 

An amendment by Mr. HAYWORTH re-
garding totalization agreements with 
Mexico, which shall be debatable for 30 
minutes; 

An amendment by Mr. GARRETT of 
New Jersey regarding participation by 
Federal employees in conferences; 

An amendment by Mr. OBERSTAR re-
garding fatal chronic illness; 

An amendment by Mr. RAMSTAD re-
garding SAMHSA; 

An amendment by Mr. BROWN of Ohio 
regarding Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services; 

An amendment by Mrs. WILSON of 
New Mexico regarding Head Start; 

An amendment by Mr. KING of Iowa 
regarding section 505 of the Illegal Im-
migration Reform and Responsibility 
Act; 

An amendment by Mr. JOHN regard-
ing mosquito control; 

An amendment by Mr. KILDEE re-
garding education funding, which shall 
be debatable for 20 minutes; and 

An amendment by Ms. BORDALLO re-
garding Medicaid funding. 

Each such amendment may be offered 
only by the Member named in this re-
quest or a designee, or the Member who 
caused it to be printed in the RECORD 
or a designee, shall be considered as 
read, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, except pro forma amendments 
offered by the chairman or ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations or their designees for 
the purpose of debate, and shall not be 
subject to a demand for a division of 
the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Except as otherwise specified, each 
amendment shall be debatable for 10 
minutes, equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent. An amendment shall be consid-
ered to fit the description stated in 
this request if it addresses in whole or 
in part the object described. 

b 1400 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCKEON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2005 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 754 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5006. 

b 1400 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5006) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Labor, Health and Human 
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